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Pf. xxxvIL1. 6. 


Commit thy way, unto the Lord, truſt alſo in Him, 
and He Shall bring it to paſſe. 85 


Vn theſe Words wee may obſerve this plain 
and excellent Admonition; that through 
the whole Courſe of Our Lives, under 
all the various Accidents, and Changes 
of them, whatever wee do or Suffer, 
we muſt entirely ſubmit ourſelves to the 
Will of God; by his moſt holy Law 
wee muſt rule our A&ions, and cheerfully depend upon 
his Providence, after we have done our beſt Endeavours, 
for whatſoever Iſſue, He in his Eternal Wiſdom shall 


think fit to determine; always remembring, that not - 


thoſe things, which wee purpoſe, but which His Pro- 
vidence brings to paſs, are molt expedient for us. 

And now, to add the greater Weight to this excel- 
lent Inſtruction, wee have it recommended out of the 
mouth of a Prince, and Prophet , one that whither in 
Adverſity, or Profperity , from a full Experience of ei- 
ther Condition, had abundantly learned the uſefullneſſe 
of the Rule, which he is giving. God had been plea- 
{ed to call him early to Honour & Labour; through a 
long ſucceſſion of Evils, and Deliverances, the one as 
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4 A Sermon preached. 


a tryal of his Faith, the other as the Reward of his] ho- 
pe, that God in whom he truſted , ſupported him: 


through many a difficult Step, by amazing and intrica- 
te Counſells of Providence, was this Anointed of God 


guided to a Throne: yet there, Trouble and Heavineſs 


took hold upon him; from the Arms of the Philiſtines 


Yſ. xxx,6. 


and the Strivings of his own People, among rebellious 
Children, and aſluming Servants , he ſtill found new 
difficulties to be encountred ; and ever came of the Con- 
queror, armed with this holy Reſolution , not to relie 
on his own Strength, but only on God the Rock of his 
Salvation. Indeed in one place we find him unadviſed- 
ly crying out, He chould never be moved, God had ma- 
y/ his Hill ſo Strong ; but in the next verſe he adds, 
Thou didſt hide thy Face , and Iwas troubled ; ſo weak 
is their Confidence , that build on any humane Appea- 


rances, and fo univerſally neceſſary for all Times, De- 


grees, and Conditions, is this good Advice in my Text, 
Commit thy way unto the Lord , put alſo thy Truſt in 
Him, and He shall bring it to 740. 
In diſcourſing on theſe words, I shall conſider 
Firſt, the Reaſonableneſs of this Rule, as it relates to 
the All- Sufficiency of that God, who, careth for us; 
Secondly the U ſefullneſs of it, as it regards the Eaſe, and 
Happyneſs of ſuch, as place their Confidence in Him. 
Firſt the Reaſonableneſs of the Rule here preſcribed. 
Jam perſuaded, that Jam now ſpeaking to men ; that 
are already convinced, there is a God, that made, and 
a Providence, that governs the World; that can behold 
the Finger of God confeſſed in all the Parts of the Crea- 
on, through that beautifull Order, and Harmony in 
hich they are diſpoſed; in every difpenſation of his 
5 Pro- 
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Providence; in his Judgments, and in his Mercies to- 
wards mankind: An Evidence, that, which ever Way 
we look, whether into Ourſelves, or into the World, 
meets us with undenyable Conviction; and which, even 
without the additional Solemnity of Miracles, which 
Omnipotence ſometimes exerts itſelf to work, may in 
the moſt ordinary, and familiar Inſtances of life, teach 
us to cry out in the words of the Pſalmiſt, Marvellous 
_— thy Works and that my Soul Knoweth right well. 
ob. x11.7. 
J Ask — the Beaſts, ſaith Job, and they Shall teach 


thee , and the Fowls of the Air, and they shall tell thee, 7: 


or ſpeak to the Earth, and it Shall teach thee , and the 
Fishes of the Sea shall declare unto thee; whoknoweth 
not in all theſe, that the hand of Lord has wronght 
this? Without inſiſting therefore in a Chriſtian Con- 
gregation on the Proof of that, which Heathens by the 
Light of Nature learned , and even irrational Beings may 
tell us, I shall rather conſider , what wee are more 
apt to overlook, the neceſſary Reflections, that. theſe 
noble Ideas of God, ought to raiſe in our minds; that 
ſo by contemplating the Power , the Miſdom, and the 
Goodneſs of that God, with whom wee have to doe, we 
may be the better perſuaded, to take the Advice of the 
Royal Prophet in my Text. Commit thy ways unto the 
Lord, put alſo thy truſi in Him c. 
rf „then, if wee are truly convinced, that there 
is an Allmight) Power preſiding over all our Actions, 
that diſpoſeth of all Events, and hath from Eternity di- 
rected them ſo ſuch certain Ends, as are moſt agreable 
in his Sight, why the Conſequence of this is, that wee . 
are in the Hands of God, and Willing, 3 
2 wil- 
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4 A Sermon preached 
willing, to his Power we muſt Submit. All that is re- 


quired at our hands is, that wee make that our Willing. 


Jb. 4. 


1 bam, 
A Ll 7 


which is our Reaſonable Service, that wee ſpend not 
the Lite, and Breath, given unto other ends, in fight- 
ing againſt God, and contending with or Maker ; but 
meckly and quietly take up that share of the Burthen 
of Lite, which he hath allotted us; which only the Di- 
vine Hand, that impoſeth it, and our entire Reſigna- 
tion under it, can make light and eaſie to Our Souls. 
To this purpoſe, wee find God pleading with his ſer- 
3 Haſt thou an Arm lite God, or canſt thou 
thunder with a Voice like Him? Deck thy ſelf now with 
Majeſty and Exceilency, and array thy ſelf with Glory 
& Beauty ; then will 1 alſo conſeſs unto thee, that thy 
own Right hand can ſave thee. This 1s the Demand 
which the God of Heaven makes to the Work of his 
Hands; and how unable Duſt and ashes is to anſwer- 
it, Our own Souls witneſs againſt us. If our preſent 
Heath, and Strength. be our Security ; why the very 
Air, wee breath, the things which should be for our 
Health, and even our own Table maybe made a Snare to 
19% Do we place our Truſt in Wiſdom, Honour, or 
Lower? lett us ask, what is become of thoſe mighty» 
Kingdoms, which once were a Terrour to the World, 
founded upon Strength, and. Counſel , and deſigned to 
laſt ſo /ong as the Sun, and Moon rhould endure? Where 
are the great Names, that layed, and ruined thoſe ſtrong 
Foundations? even as the Cities which they have des- 
ſtroed , their Memorial is periched with them. The 
holy David, who gives us this admirable rule in my 
1ext, was once himſelf an unhappy Inſtance of negle- 


Ling it; when forgetring-God, and truſting. in the * | 
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of Flesh „ he vainly reſolved to number that People, 
of whom God had ſaid , they should be as the Stars of 


Heaven for multitude : but he had humbler thoughts, 


when the Prophet was ſent, to offerhim the miſerable. 
Choice, he was to make, out of the three moſt dread- 
fall Judgments of an offended God : Yet even was 
this a Mercy, and ſuch the Penitent David acknowled- 
ged it, when he cheerfully- Submitted, 7% fall in to 
the Hands of God , and wiſely preferred the Horrors. 
of a devouring Plague, before the miſeries of a lingring, 
War: The Reſult was, that he quickly found the va- 
nity of truſting in the Numbers of a People, whom the- 
Sword of God , either in the Hands of his Angel, or 
of his Inſtraments the Philiſtines, was ſoon able to de- 
ſtroy from off the face of the Earth. 

If then wee have to do with a GOD, jealous of his 
Honour ; if we confeſs, that we are ſinfull, weak and 


miſerable before him; if we are ſenſible , that we are 


ſubject to Paſſion, and Infirmity, to decay, and Death; 
that even the Space , and Power, which we have to 
offend him, depend upon his Will; and that we Ave, 
and move only fo long, and to ſuch Ends, as his All- 
mighty Power has preſcribed us, what Madneſs is it, 
thus unprepared, to goe out to meet our God? what Va- 
nity for the Clay, to ark its Mater, why haſt thou fra- 
med me thus ? and how much better should we be em- 
ployed, in ſubmitting our fond Reaſoning , and vain 

Imaginations to that Infinite Wiſdom, that Knows whe- 
reof we are made? And this Conſideration 1s the ſecond 
Motive, which should incline us to an entire Submiſ- 
ſion to the Will of God, that as his Power, ſo alſo his. 
wiſdom is Infinite. 


A 3 Of- 
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6 A Sermon preached 
Of the Wiſdom of this World, wee are aſlured, that 


it is foolishneſs with God; and ſo, were it throughly 


detected, muſt it appear too in the eyes of men: how 
narrow, and confined, how ſubjected to Paſſion, Pre- 
judice, and miſtake; how low its End, and how mean 


and uncertain its Purſuits; how it is loſt in diſtant Ob- 


jects, and ſees, but darkly and as in 4 Glaſs, the things, 
that are moſt familiar to its view. But God ſees not as 
man ſees : He that is from all Eternity, to day, and 
for ever the ſame, that at once is preſent to all the Suc- 
ceſſive Portions of Time, and ſees, and diſpoſes the va- 
rious Productions of them; that beheld us in our Mo- 
thers Womb , yet being imperfect , and ſaw all the va- 
rious Paths of Vertue, or Vanity, which wee have ſin- 
ce beentreading, and the many Changes and Chances of 
Life, yet allotted us to go through, to Him Allpower- 


full, and cAllwiſe , wee are exhorted to commit our 


Mays, to whole Glory, and to the ſettingforth of who- 
ſe Providence, wee with all the reſt of the Creation 


joyn to conduce , in whatſoever Degree or Condition, 


his Infinite Wiſdom hath thought fit to place us. How- 
ever therefore Men may glory in that portion of Ri- 
ches, Wiſdom, or Honour, with which God hath 
entruſted them; whatever Share they may afcribe to 
themfelves, in the Art of Laying , or the means of com- 
paſſing their uncertain Deſigns ; they are only acting 
the Part, that God and Nature hath allotted them; and 
even then, when they are ſtriving againſt his Power, 
are unknowingly labouring to that End, to which his 
unerring Wiſdom hath aſſigned them: Even he that un- 
obſerved, and unenvyed eats his bread in the Sweat of 
his brows, and confines his cares within the Compaſs 


of 
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of a ſlender Family; and the Man, that with more 
enlarged Deſires, and more, ſenſible Pain ſeems to turn 
and diſpoſe the Fate of Kingdoms, both theſe are, in 
their different ways, purſuing the Steps, which Provi- 
dence hath chalk'd out; and both, perhaps, to the laſt 
Moment of their Lives , deſigning ſomething , widely 
different from what the Wiſdom of God hath determi- 
ned to bring to paſs by them. Nay the moſt profligate 
among men, they that will not that God should reign 
over them, that ſeem to be the moſt unprofitable Part 
of the works of his Hande , and directly to oppoſe the 
great Ends of their Creation, even theſe, however mur-- 
muring , or repining , are reſerved , by their Punish- 
ment, to glorify God in the dreadfull Day of his Vi- 
ſitat ion. 

And of this we have a plain and terrible Inſtance out 
of the Leſſonwe have been reading for this mornings 
ſervice: He that had asked, ho is the Lord, that he 
Should obey, his Voice, we find, was quickly taught by 
his affliction, in humbler Terms to acknowledge, the 
Lord is righteous, and 1 and my People are wicked ; and 
when after his many changes of ſinning and repenting , 
when he had ſeen and ſurvived ſo many Plagues, and 
now ready to perish by the laſt and dreadfulleſt ofthem, 
Invery Deed, faith God, for this Cauſe have I raiſed 
thee up, for to show my Power in thee , and that my 
Name may be declared thro all the Earth. And now 
would the Succeſſors to this Mans Pride and vain glo- 
ry, would the Great men and the Mighty men, that 
one day muſt call upon the mountains and the Hills, to 
cover and hide them from the Wrath of the Lamb, would 
they conſider, whilſt they are troubling the World, and 

vexing 
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vexing their own Souls, that thay are only the Inſtru- 
ments of Gods Vengeance, raiſed up by Him for the 
Punishment of a Wicked World; that when His Ends 
are accomplished, and the Meaſure of their Iniquity 1s 


— 


full, they themſelves muſt drink the Dregs of the Cup 


of his Fury , this Conſideration would certainly be an 
Allay to that Pride of Power , and Luſt of Ambition, 
to which the Bloud, that is Spilt, is wantonly ſacrifi- 
ced; for every Drop of which, unjuſtly , or unneceſ- 
ſarity shed, a ſevere Account, if God be mercifull to 
them, mult even in the Calamities of this Life, be ex 
acted at their hands. * 
But whatſoever Woes be denounced againſt the un- 
happy Authors, Our Saviour aſſures us; it muſt needs 
be, that Offences muſt come, Even all the impious Ac- 
tions of the Rebellious People of the Jews, that Cata- 
logue of Bloud, which our bleſſed Lord gives againſt 
them, from righteous Abel down to Zacharias; even 
the Completion of their Guilt, the Murther of that 
Holy and Juſt one, whom they by wicked hands crucified 
and ſlew, this, St. Peter aſſures us, was by the deter- 
minate Counſel, and Voreknowledge of God: The High 
Prieſt that unwittingly propheſyed the Neceſlity of that 
Sacrifice for the People, and thoſe miſerable Men, that 
aſſiſted in the Completion of his Prediction; the Ju- 
das that betrayed , the Governour, that condemned 
him; and the very Soldiers that mocked him, all theſe 
had their Power committed to them by God, and the 
Parts, which they were to have in that horrid Fact, 
_ aſſigned them out of the Mouths of his hol: 
*rophets: only the Guilt was their own ; upon threads 
ves and upon their Children, according to their horri- 
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ble Wisb, was his Blond to be required s and till. does \| 
it reſt upon them in thatiexerhplary. manner; that no- 
thing leſs than a Miracle can account for that prodi- 
ous Inſtance of cbntinued Infamy and Diſtreſſe, 
Aut Which they have remained to Sueceeding Generations. 
Hut ſecondly, beſides all this, in nothing more does | 
the Wiſdom. of God diſplay itſelf; in the ordinary 
Dealings of Providence with Mankind, than in ma- | 
king Happyneſs or Miſery, not only the future Re- 
ward, but alſo the marnlah: Reſult even in this Life, 
of our Good or Evill Actions. And ſo the Wiſeman | 
aſtures us, in the Deſcription! , he is giving of that | 
Heavenly . zſdom, which begins with the Fear of the 0 
Lord: — of Days is in hen Right hand, and in her torun, | 
Left hand Riches and Honour : theſe, we behold are 
ſomtimes, the undoubted and viſible effect of a Life 
ſpent in promoting the Honour of God, and the 
Good of Mankind: but his Aſſertion, in the next ver- 
ſe, holds applicable to all Degrees, and Conditions : 
Her Ways are Mays of Pliaſantneſc, and all her Paths 
are Peace. On the other Side, there is ſcarce a Sin, 
hat wee can name, or Luſt to which meer e | 


”" wa 5s 


all that train of — Want 5 and Diſcafens pg at- 
tend them, Sufficiently recompenſe for the imaginary 
Pleaſure, which accompanys the short Enjoyment of 
them: And as for more daring Sinners, for Secret Mur- | 
therers, open Blasphemers, and bloud thirtie Tyrants, Fi 
the Hande af God hath in all Ages been ſo remarkable 14 
in _ Deſtruction and —_ — ſo exactly 


adapted 
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pte dg) their Grimes, that chaythemiclres have bean 


forced. go. acknowledge x. Tit ig: the Finger of, God., 
Andi if there bs; any Inſlances of ſuch men whom, it hath 
pleaſrd , ſor the Punishmeniet, the World, to conr.. 
tinue proſperous in itAheir Conſeience, hath hewey er 
been a ſevere. Avenger, 4mate ſenſible Tormend, than 
any this World can inflatt ,, andi therefore the mote un- 
ſupportable, becauſe it is tha Image, and Foretaſt of 
that which they muſt expect hereafter., El Ant 
But Secondly, the Hifdom of God, in the natural Tea · 
dency of Good, and Kvill,,tp Happyneſs 4.05; Miſery, 
is yet more remarkably obſerved in the Riſe,. Encreaſe, 
Decay, and Subverſion of each of thoſe floutishing Sta- 


tes, and Kingdoms, , Succeſſively built and eſtablished! 
upon the tuines of another. Righteouſneſs are wel 


aſſured, ealieih a Nation; and how con formable fo this 
the Wiſdom of God acts, in the Strange Revolutions} 
of choſe Empires, which have been by turns the Torr 
rour, and the Gontempt of the World, all I imes and 
Hiſtories give us one continued Evidence: Ia every one 
of cheſe, we may diſcern, ho that Temperance Indus 


ry, and Ceunſel, on hich they were founded, haye; 


by degrees relaxed into! uceſi, Sera ity, and Weakneſs! 


prepared them by caſie „& unobſerved Steps for their 
approaching Ruine: And now when they are thus ficted 
by their Sins for Calamity,, how hach every. the 
leaſt Acident; directod by the Hand of Got, complea- 
ted the Ruine, which they themſelves have been indu· 
{trivaſly forming! How ſometimes the Numperss wherein: 
they: truſted ,. tho Conqueſts, in whith; they gloriedg 
ave;been. a ſnare to them ther mbition of One or 
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the Rage of a Moultituden tube Inrading dheie Neigh- 
bours Vor thEe Neglecting ——ů— of 
theſe or ten thouſahd mt hen Caſualties Shave hegnoabun- 
- daptyoneceflany c ſtak a: falling Natien zcuν]j(h Gopbath 
» marked ſoum for Deſttuctionro u vi D otqmsx A ons 
And with Reſpet rorthis, Ceſan in his Accoluntpt 
the Civib War; makes this remarkable R NRastion; For- 
tuna que” plurimuni pureſte aum in aii rue Hum 
præcipue in Rel, \paruinnMonestis U rerum Mu- 
- tatrones ffiest i: Butohad lrhat gat Man lived to. che 
Knowledge of Y, Cbriſt, an his: Goſpel, he might 
have learned that; What he calls Furtune, is nothing leſs 
than the Finger of God; and the Changes, in which he 
bas the Inſtrument, theanighty Workings of his Frei- 
dem that for the Punishment of a corrupt and diſſalu- 
ce People, «delighting-im War Y n_ for Slaughter 7 
the Poter, hich he had, was given him from Heaven, 
that "Happynefs:;vEiberalizy , Conduct, and Sagacity, 
--with all thoſe ſeeming Vertues, fit to enſlave —— 5 
that had they been leſs wicked!) he had been leſs Succeſs- 
full; God had perhaps not ſo far infatuated: their Ooun- 
ſels; the Senate might ſooner have put à Stop to theſe 
glorious Victory's, which were in the End to triumph 
over their Liberty's: their Captain then had not became 
their Dictator; and he himſelf had been ſaved from che 
Ruin, to which Proſperity at laſt betrayed him.. 
On the other ſide, where God hath a mind to ſave 5 
how every Accident shall contribute to that mereiſaull 
End! How the Winds, and the Seaſons, and even the 


Sturs from Heaven shall ſeem to fight im their Courſes ! 
and as Moſes told the Children Ifruel; it i hut ftan- 
Aing Still, aud ſceing the Wr Wee 
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Confideration of the Goodne/5-of GO is 
Diradly, tlie laſt and moſt perſuaſiye motive, that 
can engage us to a Confidence in Him. u. 
Now. we that are Chriſtians, that have the moſt ama- 
zing Example of the Love'of God; in that He ſpared 


not his own Son, but gave him to dis for our Sins, that 
<ve the Him might iſe to Life everlaſting'; can we yet 
diſtruſt the Goodneſs of out God, ordoubt, that with. 


Him, he will not freely give us all things? And have 
we not ſtill undenyable and repeated Iuſtances of his 
Protection over us, of that gracious Promiſe of our Ble/- 
fed Lord to his £Apoſtles', Lo am with you always, 


even to the End of the world? That the word of God 


and our moſt Holy Faith should be ftil upheld againſt 
the malice of men and Devils, againſt the Strength and 
oppoſition of Ignorance, Pride and Intereſt, combined 
againſt it; that the few Righteous, that are ſent a 
Sheep among the Wolves, are not worried by the wicked 
Numbers, that ſeek: to devour them: that Ciuil Covern. 


ment ſtill ſubſiſts againſt the Intereſt of deſiguing men; 


and the Madneſs of a raging multitude; theſe and innu- 
merably more Inſtances of the Goodneſs of God, his di- 
ſtinquishing favour towards the Righteous, his brin- 
ging them to great Honour, and comforting them on eve- 
ry fide, abundantly joyn to declare, that his Mercy's: 
are above all his works,” s. 
But what need have we of further Witneſſes? let 
every man here look into himſelf, and behold in eve- 
ry part of his Life, the viſible Footſteps of a Gra- 
cious God, through what a continued ſeries of Chan- 
ges, Tryals, and deliverances he hath preſerved us to 


this Inſtant; how beyond our Hopes, and even ſome» 


times 
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times againſt our Wills; he hath guided us to Happyneſs „ 
through what a Chain of Accidents he hath brought us 
to this Hour of Mercy to the Bleſſed Opportunity, 
which he now gibes us, praifing his Name before the: 
Nations. and ſinging the ſongs of our Sion in 4 Strange 
Land; how he hath diſpoſed the Hearts of our Brethren 
to giye Hopour to our moſt holy Religion, to come ac- 
quainted with its Beauty's, and to obſerve the Purity, 
the Himplicit) and the Decency of its Morcbip; that by 
the Secret Workiwe⸗ of his Providence, he hath brought 
into one Place the Eeptdti0n of many Nations to be 
decided, whither they are yet to reſt from their Miſe- 
ry's, or muſt repeat again the Horrours of a'bloudy War: 
that His-J/5ſdom bath raiſed us up Inſtruments equal to 
their Important charge, and that They have his G- 
neſs to depend upon for the Illue. O vlt and See hou 
gracious the Lord ic, how bleſſed: is the Man that tra- 
ſteth in him, and this brings me in the. 

Second place briefly to conſider the Eaſe and Happy- 
ca which ariſes from our dependance on the Wil of. 

0 

Firſt then it gives us a pleaſing Reflection on our paſt. 
Actions. 

Secondly an eaſy. Reſentment. under our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances,, _ 

And here firſt, what nobler obje& of endleſs Pleaſure 
can a good Chriſtian form to himaſelF, than to look back 
upon the part of Life, which he hath paſſed, and in 
every Step to admire and adore the viſible Marks of In- 
finite Wiſdom and Mercy? that he hath made him only 
a little lower than the Angels; that he hath given him 
an W Soul, and * it with noble Deſires, 

3 not 


A — 
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not to be contented with this'Worlds Goot!;" but ali. 
Tring to Heayen, fromwhence it Pas taken; that He 
ith made Known to us his bleſted* Will, to! = us 

3 


either, an gre ws Hite be hep: hou 
and the Liſe! Theſe Spectarion: 1 are hit me 
cxalted Entertainnienr of reli find"; f& the next 
and moſt immediate Pleaſare"bicoming's Man, Aud a 
Chriſtian, is to remember that to his urmoft Endeavour , 
'he, hath W575 confotmable to the 'W Ii of God; chat fe 
hath in all the Inſtances of His moſt gloricus Attributes, 
Submitted to His Power, zdored His Wifdom'; and de- 
ended upon His Goodnels; that to all this à quiet Con- 
Icience bears him Witneſs , aud the Spirit of God gives 
Teſtimony to it. Without ſuch aſſutancè àa Man dares not 
commit bis Wigs, th God, 6x put his Cale irthe Hands 
of Him, that only judgeth rieb y., He'ltows, chat 
God is not the Huthor of Sin, nor the Encourager of 
Idleneſs; that if we truſt in God, we muſt be doing 
Good; that hiding our Talents, is in His Sight, abuſing 
them; and that only there the Conſcience pronountes 
r where a pious Life hath given it Authority 
to ſpeak. %%%. WO ONKED. 
; And ſecondly, while a Man is thus Supported by God, 
and a good Conſcience , and bufy in doing his Duty, 
there can be no Place for any Reſentment under his pre- 
ſent Condition, no Leiſure for Sinfdl Murmurings, fruit- 


7 


leſs Wishes, and unactive Deſpair. * 

Let thoſe unhappy Polititians, that build their Con- 

ſidence on this World, when they behold their Vanity 

of Hope, and God hath baffiled their dark Contrivan- 

ces, then when the Rage of Diſappointment preſſes down 

cheit Souls, let them unprofitably wish, they had 2 
” ae 


Menno or tits * 
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he af d his” counſels layed. 
2500 15 chal Hake eight of Negle- 
Sow and 7 5 ce 150 1 5 a bid 2X - uchat 0A 
che more, ee 2 0 e and orc 2 
blic. V. Hertie, . 5 +W We 


2 can x 6h A, he 1000 52 kid and a&t ing 
1 00 Midi of. the Sto n that threatens; dares hen 
fall, o; his Prince and 4 C0 when, t ere 115 | 
Danger af 100 0 1 r 4 Jirects the Inſtru 
ment, h 5 K = 
Nen 10 art +: + the * A F. och ile 18 : 
dom, and the Dealings c of. his e although! 
not acknowledged alike, are equally evident: the latter, 
as he acts. agreable to the Will of God, conſtant to him- 
ſelf, and to the ſame End of his Actions, treads firm, 
and ſecure: he is uot afraid of an) evil dings, for bis 
heart ſtandeth faſt, and beleiveth in the Lord: the other 
a8 his purſuits. are various, as the different Luſts that 
lead them, and the various Accidents , that determine 
them; ſo ae all his. Wayst be. unſtable; and as; his Ho- 
At are only.in this Life, if in them he is Silappojntsd, 
he. is. of all Men the moſt miſerable. $ a. 
. Theſe are ſome of the mighty Reaſons, we have to 
induce us to ſubmit our Ways to God , and ſuch i is the 
Security, Peace, and Happynels of thom that put their 
truſt ia him. From what hath been ſaid, I shall 'beg 
leave to draw / ſome Inferences before I conclude. | 
Firſt. Yow ſee. that in all the Inftances before vou . 
as Humility is the firſt Step towards our Submiſſion to 
the Will of God, ſo is Pride, the Principal Motive to 
ur enn Him , and. flying. on our own Strength 7 


a Vi- 
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a Vice, that deſtroyeth the very End , it propoſes,; 
that is founded only upon the Weaknefs of the Owner, 


—— 
4 
* 


— & 


that moſt effectualy hides, the Talent, with which-God 

hath entruſted him, and renders the little „that hehath, 

uſeleſs to himſelf; and ipſupportable to his Neighbour. 
Could we by our o.] s Wiſdom or Power change our 


Kenn „and add length of Days to our Sin- 
ful Lives; could we by our moſt curious Search enter 
into the Counſels of the Allmighty, or by our repeated 


Murmurings alter the Decree that is gone out againſt us; 
could we caſt the Lot into the Lap, and reſerve the Diſ- 


poſal to our own Pleaſure, then might we be tempted 


to Step into the Place of God, to take His Bulineſs 
out of His Hands, and choſe for our ſelves the Ways, 
which our vain Imaginat ions lead us But what are we, 


ſinſul, weak and miſerable, that we should fight againſt 


God; that we Should preſcribe to Him the Times, and 
the Seaſons, and the Inſtruments, by which He is to 
act; that we should be vainly laying down Schemes of 
Providence for Ages to come, when we Know not, 
what a Day or an Hour wil bring forth? 

Secondly, as diſputing with our God, and repining 
againſt His Providence is the moſt heinous Att of 
Provocation againſt Him, ſo th; Next, and that 
which comes the neareſt to it, is their Gailt, that 
murmure againſt the Powers, that are ordained 
God a thoſe 225 Dreamers, that deſpiſe Dominion, and 
ſpeał evil of Dignitys., Theſe are Spots in our Feaſts of 
Charity ; Clouds without Water , carried about with eve- 
ry Wind; Trees without Fruit: And yet ignorant and 
unprofitable, as they are, even ſomtimes the meaneſt of 
he People, and always the leaſt Sufficient for theſe 


> 


—_— 


0 


As, St. Jobus Church Vireebt. ) 


things, qhall uncalled intrude into the Counſels of their 
Rulers ; shal inform their Princes, and teach their &. 
natours Wiſdom ; and as Chance or Prejudice leads them. 
familiarly praiſe or condemn the things, wih 0 n 
not underſtand: 11 f ego fo le af 140439 H&G 
Now-againft'the Malice of fuck Graſutcry, wht 0 J 
Princes, Sith all their Power, Integrity, and — 
can ever be ſafe? Tyramy, and Oppreſſion may gelbe 5 
in their Fears be ſecured againſt them: A revengful He- 
rod shal be fure feldome to hear any thing, that is un- 
pleaſing: in the midſt of his Rage againſt God;anditronf + My 
bling His Church, he shall meet the Applauſes of his 
People, and hear his Solemn Blaſphem)ys ſtiled the Voice 
of God: whillt the Man after Gods on Heart, a ho- a 
ly David, and a meek Moſes muſt bear the Follies of 
Nabal and the Gainſayingr of Corob, at a time 8 ft x 
are. labotring for their Peare; and only ehidioMurdiuriogss 
delay'the Bleſſing, „ which God has in Store for tllem- ond l 
But let us not ſo return out thanks to God for alliche 
Merey's of the paſt Day which wer have been ſo" Jatelipo. 
commemorating ;* a Day; which beſides the annual == AS 
turn of Mercy, it brings with it, gives us a Promiſe of = 
laſting” Flappyneſs , of Righteouſneſs, and Pearce to be elta 231 
blished to ſucteeding Generations; and which; if Poſte- 
rity be mindfall of the Bleſſing; will be for ever in holy 
thanks remembred , whilſt thoſe Tem 7 of Praiſe $hall++ 
remat#} which che Pity of our Que, with the wiſdom ?. 
of Her Parliament is now deſigning; as Her humble Ac“ 
lcnowledgment for the Mercy's, which She hath — 
received, & the moſt effectual means to ptocure the conti 
nuance of Them: TRA are the Riches ,- She has ſaved; N 
the . Jhediiſes , et 3 Conqueſtꝭ 28 
wit 
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with which Her Army's have been bleſt ; out of all 
thoſe Countrys and Kingdoms, Her Hand has ſaved 
and beſtowed: A Deſign wel becoming .a Conqueror, 
that knows, only to God, the Glory 1 to be given. 

How acceptable all Her offerings are in the ſight of 
God, and how well placed the Confidence which She 


has built on the Rock of Her Salvation, not only the 


Good She has received, but the Evils, from which She 
has been Saved ,*abundantly teftifie; and both diſtin- 
guishing this peculiar Day of Mercy, which we, and 
the Nations round about us, mult joyn to bleſs. _ 
How near it was becoming a Day of Trouble and of 


| Rebnhe, a Day, whereon ouly our Enimys Should rejoyce, 


the audacious Villany then contrived ſufficiently she- 
wed us; that unſucceſsfuil Blow, deſigned to wound the 
beſt of Princes, through the Heart of the neareſt of Her 
Servants. But the Protection, that evermore dwels with 
Innocence, the Conſcientious Diſcharge of his Duty, in 


which that Good Servant was found employed; and the 


Supplications which were then offering up to God for the 
Queen, and all, that are put in Authority under Her, 
theſe took away the Force of the Malice; what was left, 
ſerved only to Strengrhen the Throne, it mean'd to Shake; 
and to evidence to the World , how the Angel of the 
Avereth them. „ | | 
And now in the midſt of this Profuſion of Bleſſings 
and Deliverances, what remains for us to ask, or a Gra- 
cious God to grant, to make the Day, we have been 
cclebraring, yet more Beautiful in its Return, but that 
he would add to the reſt of its Glorys the Gift of a la- 
ſing Peace? a Good, which, with humble Deference 
to 


Lord tarrieth round about them that fear Him, and de- 
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to his due Time, we may have Confidence to ask of 
God, tor He is the Author and the Lover of it. 

If then we have truly committed our Ways to Him 
if we are yet ripe for His Mercy's, and our Souls are 
humbled enough before our Maker; if God will be now 
Gracious to our Sion, and the time is come, that He will. 
have mercy upon Her, then we may be aſſured, the Pray- 
ers, which we have duly offered, are graciouſly heard, 
and the Deſire of our Souls accepted before Him. But 
if the Luſts, from whence come Wars and fiehtings a- 
mong us, are not yet mortifyed; if for the Tryal of our 
Faith, or for the Punishment of our Sins, His Handis 
yet lifted up; if the Hearts of our Enemy's are ſtill hard- 
ned, and there are more Plagues reſerved by God to 
afli& them, the Will of the Lord be done: only let us 
take the Royal Prophets advice, Tarry thou the Lords 
Leiſure ,be Strong, and He shall comfort thy Heart, aud 
put thou thy truſt in the Lord. 
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